
N
am

es 
A

d
d

ress 
C

ity
, S

tate Z
ip

 C
o

d
e 

S
T

A
M

P
 

APRIL 2020 
Edition LXIV, No. 4 

 

‘Commit your work to the Lord, 
    and your plans will be established.’ 

                                           Proverbs 16:3  

OUR MISSION IS... 
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,  

to connect people to God and to each other through love, and  
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve. 

PHONE:  
559-896-2691  

EMAIL:  
Church:  fccselma@sbcglobal.net 
Pastor:  fccselmapastor@yahoo.com 
Youth:  fccselmayya@yahoo.com 
 

WEBSITE:  
www.selmadisciples.com 
 

Prayer Chain:  
Jennifer Earle 559-896-2358 
jen4earle@sbcglobal.net 
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Newsletter of the 
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In a spirit of caution and care for our 
members during this outbreak of Covid19, 
First Christian Church will not be 
meeting in person until further 
notice.  Our worship services and events 
will be online for the present time. 
 

If you have questions or want to contact 
with us, please check our website 
selmadisciples.com or our Facebook page, 

or call Pastor Maria 559.859.6375. 

C H U R C H  S T A F F  
 

 MINISTERS ........................................ The Congregation 
 SENIOR PASTOR ............................. Rev. Maria Tafoya 
 Minister of Evangelism and Outreach ..........................  
  .......................................................... Rev. Chad Thompson 
  Minister of Youth/Young Adults ........... Leah Torosian 
 Minister of Music  ................................ Jordan Williams 
  Choir Director ................................... Kenneshae Murray 
 Organist .......................................... Anthony Imperatrice 
 Child Care .................................................... Ashley Petree 
 Chair of the Congregation (2020) ................. John Terry 
 Chair of the Elders (2020) ................... Dave Highbaugh 
 Administrative Assistant ................ Dee Anne Douville 
 Custodian ..................................................... Ashley Petree 
 Communications Coordinator ............... Jason Torosian 

S U B M I S S I O N  D E A D L I N E S  
 Sunday Bulletin:  

Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM 
  

Newsletter:  
16th of the month @ 10:00 AM 

 

C H U R C H  O F F I C E  H O U R S  
  

M - TH  from  9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
  



L A S T  M O N T H ’S  A T T E N D A N C E  
  

 SUNDAY TRADITIONAL THURSDAY CONTEMPORARY 
 3/1: 40 (“WORSHIPREPLAY”) 

 3/8: 23 2/27: 6 
 3/15: 40 3/12: 7 
 3/22: 72 Facebook Live 3/26:  Cancelled 
 3/29: TBA 

FCC Weekly Schedule 
 

No activities in the building  
until further notice 

 
 

All Easter Week activities have been cancelled or 
postponed until a later date. 

First Christian Church, Selma, California 

Sunday, March 9, 2020 – Board Minutes 
 

Members present:  Jennifer Earle, Alan Langstraat, Chad Thompson, Leah Torosian, 

Maria Tafoya, John Terry, Marsha Staley 
 

The meeting was opened by chairperson, John Terry, at 11:55am with prayer.  As a 

group we read Mathew 6:33 and the Mission Statement slowly and with purpose. 
 

Consent Agenda:  Minutes, no changes.  Team reports – Alan repaired a pew, and the 

sanctuary upgrade is on the agenda under old business.  Jennifer moved and Leah 

seconded that the consent agenda items be approved.  Motion passed. 
 

Finance Report:  Jennifer reviewed the financials through January 31, 2020.  In order 

to make our budget we need to have monthly income of about $10,000.  In January we 

brought in about $7,000 so this is showing up as a shortfall for the year.  We need to 

“tighten our belts” until we get a better and more consistent monthly income.  A few 

questions were asked and answered and we will keep an eye on this going forward. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  Calendar items for Maria are March 7 – attended a mandatory anti-

racism class in Vacaville.  March 14-15 – attending Founders Day.  April 20-May 4 – 

vacation.  April 30-May 2 – CCNC-N Annual Gathering in Sacramento.  The board 

should seek and approve a voting member to accompany Maria.  We discussed making 

changes to communion due to the virus.  We will not pass the fresh bread and the 

preparer should put all the full cups on one side and then the empties will go on the 

other side.  Maria proposed holding the next anti-racism training here in Selma on Nov 

14.  Board thought that would be good.   
 

Youth Report:  Leah updated the board on the status of the youth and high school 

groups.  She will continue conversation with the Baptist church youth leaders for 

possible combination of one or more groups. 
 

Unfinished Business: 

 A.  Sanctuary Reconfiguration – we are working on getting a quote to remove  

                     the adhesive and refinish the floors.  Then the carpeting can be installed. 

 B.  Pella Lutheran Church - received an email from Pella Lutheran Worship  

                    Coordinator, Jean Reed advising that due to the bylaws and information  

                     provided by their synod they are unable to merge our two congregations.   

                     They suggested we could rent their facility as an option. 

 C.  Huntsman Property Report – John Terry finalized the paperwork with the 

                    City of Selma to allow them to install sidewalks and gutters on the  

                    Huntsman property. 
 

New Business:  No new business 
 

Prayer Needs and Prayers:  Maria offered prayers for Clemente and the finances of the 

church. 
 

Next Meeting:  April 19, 2020 

Maria closed the meeting in prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marsha Staley 



 

How are you doing in isolation? 
 

Who would have thought that we would 
ever ask a question like that?  And yet, 
here we are, sheltering in place for we 
don’t know how long.  Everything seems 
different.  We are attending worship on 
Facebook Live or YouTube, sharing 
communion at home alone or with our 
families.  It might be this way for a while.  

 If you have access to the internet you can stay connected 
pretty easily. We are sending out email blasts whenever important 
information changes, and posting everything on our Facebook 
page.  If you aren’t on Facebook, that’s ok.  You can still see 
everything we post including live worship on Sunday morning by  
clicking on the Facebook link on our website 
(www.selmadisciples.com).  Please note - the Facebook link is at 

the very bottom of our Home Page.    

 If you do not have access to the internet we will be using 
the US Postal Service and the telephone to stay connected and 
provide you with any updated information.  DeeAnne will continue 
to staff the church office on Wednesdays and Thursdays for now. 
Please feel free to call me on my cell.  
 If we have learned nothing else in the last couple of weeks, 
we have learned for sure that the church is much more than a 
building.  Even though we cannot come together in our beautiful 
sanctuary, we are still church.  We are still community, connected 
through internet and telephones.  We are still feeding the hungry, 
reaching out to people whose hearts are heavy and whose souls 
seek light.  We are still being God’s hands and feet in the world, 
even if we do have to stand six feet apart to do that.   
 We do not know when life will return to “normal” or when we 
will be able to worship face to face in our beautiful sanctuary 
again. Chances are that we will not be able to celebrate Easter 
together on April 12th.  But I can promise you that we WILL 
celebrate the Resurrection when we do meet again!  And it will be 
glorious!   
 Until that time, let us remember the words of Julian of 
Norwich, who in a time of trial wrote, “And all shall be well. And all 
shall be well. And all manner of things shall be exceeding well.”  
For with God, all things are possible.  Pastor Maria 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  

  

 

 

   

 

   

                        April 

  4: Laurie Fitzgerald; Claude Goree 

  6: Mitch & Tina Ritchie ’91 

  14: Rev. Maria Tafoya 

  18: Gary Ono 

  19: Leilani Niswander 

  23: Phil Starr;  Aileen Imperatrice 

  25: Hugh & Pat Adams ’64  

  27: Larry Mathis; Michael Gutierrez 

  29: John Terry 

  30:    Crystal Xiong 

Have we missed your special day? Is something 
incorrect? Contact the church office and let us know! 
Please call 896-2691 or email fccselma@sbcglobal.net 



 

 
                                               

                              

                               Your help is needed for a 

     

                           Special Mother’s Day Project! 
 

               Please send, Charlotte Thompson,  

                     pictures of your mom, or someone  

                     who has been a mother figure to you.  
 

I                    Include names of the people in the  

                      picture and when the picture was  

                      taken.  

 

                                Please send it to  

                           ctsquared@msn.com 

                                before May 1st. 

 

Dear First Christian Family,  
 

As I sit here and write my Youth and Young Adult article for April 2020, it’s 

more difficult than normal to forecast what the month will hold. I’m typing this 

on March 18, 2020 which just happens to be my 20th wedding anniversary. It’s 

also the day that the Fresno City Council announced that we should shelter in 

place because of the COVID-19 virus. That’s definitely not what I would have 

pictured for mine and Jason’s future 20 years ago. 
 

I was, however, struck by the words that met me when I opened my document to 

make changes to my article. “As January 2020 rolls around it makes me think 

about change. It’s a new year, it’s a new month, it’s a new day, each and every 

day. Change is always around us, so why do so many people fear change? I 

would guess it’s because routine is far more comfortable than change.” Truer 

words have never been typed by the like of me. And my recommendation for 

dealing with it is still the same, no matter how difficult it may be on any given 

day. 
 

I would encourage you to think about change in a different light. Consider 

change in a positive way. Make a positive change each day. Choose to be kind 

instead of critical, look for the positive in a bad situation, speak life into a per-

son who is down on their luck.  There’s always room for a little more hope and 

life in the world. 
 

The Youth group has ceased meeting for the time being. One of our members 

chose to join the First Baptist Church Youth Group. The other member joined 

our Young Adult group which welcomed him with open arms. We have moved 

our Young Adult meetings to Zoom (an online meeting platform) and it has 

worked well. We made that decision early on in the process because many of 

our YA members live with people who are in higher risk categories and we 

wanted to keep them safe. When it is safe to do so, we will resume meeting at 

the Parsonage on Sunday’s at 6:30. 
 

Be safe as you navigate period of time. I want to hug all of you when this is 

over! 
 

Leah 



 

 

    Fundraiser for the Community Choir 

 Monday, April 13, 2020 

6:00 PM—10:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located at 3110 E. Floral Avenue, Selma 

 

 For:   Jessica Torres 

                       Date:   April 18, 2020 

                       Time:  12 PM 

      Location:  First Christian Church  

             Fellowship Hall 

PRAYER REQUESTS AND GRATITUDE 

  
 

P R A Y E R  C H A I N  
Jennifer Earle is leading the prayer chain. You may send prayer re-

quests to her at 559-896-2358 or jen4earle@sbcglobal.net.  
 

   

 

 

 

John Terry is feeling much better, and he is being discharged from the hospital with 

no diet or exercise restrictions.  He thanks all of you for your prayers. 
 

Please pray for Larry Mathis.  He has had the flu for several weeks.  They keep try-

ing different things to cure it but so far nothing has worked.  He wants you to be sure 

to know it is not the Covid-19, just a miserable old flu.  Let's pray him well. 
 

Please pray for Don Yingst and his friend Karen.  Don has lost a lot of weight with-

out trying, he and his doctors are working to figure it out.  Karen is in the hospi-

tal after a triple bypass, she can't have the dialysis she needs because of an infec-

tion.  Heavy prayers for both of them. 
 

Please pray for Jordan and Jessica Williams and family.  Their cousin, David 

Johns, passed away yesterday.  His Mom is Carol Johns.  She lost her husband about 

a year ago, and David is her second child to die.  No mother should have to go 

through that, so let's wrap her in compassionate prayer. 
 

Dave and Diane Highbaugh are home from Slovenia and self quarantine for 2 

weeks. David is recovering from the flu (not Covid19) 
 

Shannon Earle returned from Spain and self quarantined for 2 weeks. 

Thank you for your strong prayers for their safe travels. 
 

A message from Yolanda Gonzalez,  

Thank you for your prayers. As for Clemente, the hospital is not allowing me to visit. 

He's had another tube placed into the liver to drain out the infection, and he's had an-

other procedure to his right foot to set the metal plates and screws..  We are keeping in 

communication by phone. A huge thank you to all who provided meals for our family. 
 

Please pray for Henrietta Martin and Michael Martin, their husband and father, 

Jimmy Martin passed away on March 6th.  Jimmy is a longtime friend of Hugh Ad-

ams, so say a prayer for Hugh as well.   
 

Please pray for Grandpa Briner, the founder of the company that 

Devin Fitzgerald works for.  He recovering from open heart surgery he had on March 

5th. 


